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SEXUAL ASSAULT
ALWAYS USE BODY SUBSTANCE ISOLATION PRECAUTIONS

INDICATION
 Patients with complaints consistent with sexual assault

CRITICAL INFORMATION
 Preserve possible evidence and advise patient not to clean, bathe or change clothes until after 

examination by hospital personnel
 Notify police and dispatch of nature of call

TREATMENT
 BLS / ALS RMC
 Calm/ reassure patient
 Assign responder of same gender as patient if possible
 Treat medical conditions, traumatic injuries per protocol
 Transport per Destination Guidelines Policy
 If patient/ Designated Decision Maker (DDM) refuses transport, instruct patient not to bathe, 

shower, or change clothes until after contact with and advice by law enforcement.   Advise 
patient of alternative care/ transport options per AMA and RAS Policy.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATION
 If patient’s clothing is removed and law enforcement is not at scene, place clothing in a paper 

bag and bring to the hospital.  Do not use a plastic bag.

DOCUMENTATION- ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS
 Date and time of alleged assault
 Details of injuries noted
 Patient description of mechanism of injury

RELATED POLICIES/ PROCEDURES
 AMA Policy GPC 2
 RAS Policy GPC 3
 Destination Guidelines Policy GPC 4
 ALS to BLS Transfer of Care ATG 4
 Trauma Triage and Destination Guidelines Policy 4613
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